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K7| This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 1 sheets. 

3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



I 


lEI 


Basis of the report 


n 


□ 


Priority 


in 


□ 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 


IV 


□ 


Lack of unity of invention 


V 




Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


VI 


□ 


Certain documents cited 


VII 


□ 


Certain defects in the international application 


vm 


□ 


Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 

18 December 2003 (18.12.2003) 


Date of completion of this report 

30 June 2004 (30.06.2004) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 



— r»nT/mr a (Ann -u^^s /t..i„, 1 nno\ 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/006307 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 



□ 



the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 

pages 



1-8 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 
pages 

pages 

pages 



1-4 



, as originally filed 

_ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-4 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



I | the sequence listing part of the description: 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



_, filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, ail the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

Thes e elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is- 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 



been furnished. 



□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

□ 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



R7I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
^- 5d beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been famished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

* * Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. statement 

XTn.mlKl /~K.T\ 

Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-5 


YES 




Claims 






Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 




YES 




Claims 


1-5 


NO 


\ Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-5 


YES 




Claims 




NO 











2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: Microfilm of the specification and drawings annexed to the written application of Japanese Utility 
Model Application No. 125767/1984 (Laid-open No. 39556/1986), (Kiyoshi Uematsu), 12 March, 1986 
(12.03.86) 

Document 2: Microfilm of the specification and drawings annexed to the written application of Japanese Utility 
Model Application No. 36963/1989 (Laid-open No. 126668/1990), (Kiyoto Furaya), 18 October, 1990 
(18.10.90) 

Document 3: US, 1322375, Al (Wui Kong Un), 18 November, 1919 (18.11.19) 

Document 4: Microfilm of the specification and drawings annexed to the written application of Japanese Utility 
Model Application No. 118294/1989 (Laid-open No. 57511/1991), (Nifco, Inc.), 3 June, 1991 (03.06.91) 
Document 5: JP, 10-504746, A (The University of Sydney), 12 May, 1998 (12.05.98) 
Document 6: JP, 3052457, Z2 (Takahisa Nakayama), 8 July, 1998 (08.07.98) 

The subject matters of claims 1 and 2 do not appear to involve an inventive step' in view of document 1 
(pages 2 and 3, Figs. 1-3) and document 2 (pages 4-20, Figs. 2 and 5) both cited in the ISR. A person skilled in 
the art could have easily adopted cellulose sponge taught in document 2 for the filtering layer in document 1. 

The subject matter of claim 3 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 1 and 2, 
and document 3 (Figs. 1-4) and document 4 (Fig. 8) both cited in the ISR. A person skilled in the art could have 
easily adopted a filer taught in document 1 where a filtering layer is held between pieces of a sponge substance 
for the filter in document 3, and a fixing structure with a cap and a stopper taught in document 4 for a fixing 
structure with a cap and a stopper in document 3. 

The subject matter of claim 4 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 1 and 2, 
and document 5 (the claims, Fig. 1) newly cited. A person skilled in the art could have easily adopted a filter of 
silicon rubber taught in document 5 for the sponge substance in document 1. 

The subject matter of claim 5 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 1 and 2, 
and document 6 (paragraphs [0008]-[0015]) cited in the ISR. A person skilled in the art could have easily 
adopted a nose plug taught in document 6 for a mask part in document 1. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of : 1.5 

An amendment to claim 5 on page 9, i.e., the addition of the description, "a nose plug on. . .mounted on 
one side of an attaching shaft so that a nose mask can be attached. . . on an end of the other shaft," goes beyond 
the disclosure in the international application at the time of the filing of the present application. 
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